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Discover the Abbey of Orval through the Centuries

The Abbey of Orval, nestled in a peaceful valley, is a Cistercian site steeped in millennia of history. The legendary Mathilde
Fountain springs forth here, surrounded by the remnants of a place of reflection and monastic work. This place of serenity
offers a journey that reveals the different stages of its evolution over the centuries. Visitors can explore, at their own pace, the
secrets and history of this emblematic location.

The visit begins with the ruins of the ancient abbey, where the Cistercian architecture still reflects the monastic spirit that
prevails in these places. As you proceed, you will discover the Hospitality House, an immersive space where 3D projections and
interactive models transport you into the architectural evolution of the abbey.

In the Caves Dewez, 18th-century cellars, explore a precious collection of archaeological, liturgical, and artistic objects. From
medieval metallurgy to sacred "art deco" works, each gallery tells the story of Orval through the centuries, with unique pieces
and contemporary creations inspired by the spirituality of the place.

The Communs Abraham, a 17th-century building, houses an exhibition on the brewing heritage of Orval, revealing step by step
the secrets of the production of its famous beer.

Next, discover the old pharmacy and its medicinal plant garden. A simple garden has been recreated on the courtyard, in
memory of Brother Pharmacist Antoine Perrin (1738-1788). In the Middle Ages, the monk-gardener selected plants for their
utility: medicinal, food, condiment, or aromatic. The monastic garden was organized into geometric "beds," with each bed
grouping plants according to their medicinal use, such as urinary, digestive, or circulatory.

At the abbey shop, you can purchase Orval cheese and beer produced at the monastery. You will also find a selection of
monastic products, religious items, icons painted by Brother Charbel of Orval, beautiful cards, and various souvenirs from the
Abbey. Our bookstore offers a wide range of books on spirituality, Bibles, catechism, literature and art, or on the history of
Orval.

And finally, enhance your visit with an educational walk in the Orval Natural Reserve.

Just 200 meters from the abbey, L'Ange Gardien invites you to taste the emblematic products of Orval in a convivial and

authentic atmosphere.

Opening times
All year, every day * January and February: 10.30 to 17.30
March, April, May and October: 9.30 to 18.00

June, July, August and September. 9.30 10 18.30 * November and December: 10.30 to 16.45
Last tickets sold 1 hour before closing time.

Price
adults €8 « 60+, students €6 ¢ children (7-14) €3

Guided tour
Every afternoon in July and August and Sunday afternoons in September. French starting at 13.30, 14.15, 15.00, 15.45,
16.30, 17.15. Dutch starting at 13.00, 13.45, 14.30, 15.15, 16.00, 16.45

Tour length
1.5 hrs « Multimedia room and Models showing the history of the monastery and the life of the community



Price
(min. 20 people) adults €6 - seniors (60+) €4.50 - students (15+) €4.50€ - children (7-14) €2.50 + School groups (7-14)
€2 per pupil

Guided tour
EN, FR, NL, DE - €65/guide - all year round on prior written request.

200 People maximum 10 € Nearby

Person in charge
Augusta Dolsma

Telephone
061/3110 60

Email
ruines@orval.be
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